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FOREWORD 


The absence of dependable book on Buddhism in Bangla- 
desh either in English or in Bengali is deeply felt for a long 
time. | have attempted to give an account of this subject very 
briefly in the light of my long association with religious and 
socio-cultural activities. 

This book is intended to project the picture of Buddhism 
and Buddhists of Bangladesh for the general readers, specially 
for the foreigners. |am very much glad that my affectionate 
Upasaka Mr. Bimalendu Barua, a veteran journalist and writer 
helped me in my endeavours to produce this book jn all 
respects, | must convey my hearty blessings and good wishes 
to him for doing this commendable job. 

This book is being published on the occasion of 1000th 
Birth anniversary of  Atisa Dipankar Srijnan in Bangladesh, 
Thanks are due to the Printing and Publication Sub-Committee 
of the National Celebration Committee for proper arrangement 
in bringing out this book, 


VISUDDHANANDA MAHATHERO 
Feb 25, 1983. 

Dhammarajika Buddhist 

Monastery, “i 

Kamalapur, Dhaka 

Bangladesh. 
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BUDDHISM IN BANGLADESH 
INTRODUCTION 


Bangladesh was once the ‘rearing land of Buddhism. 
Its evidences are still found in various architectural remains’ 
of temples and monasteries with large number of Buddha images 
relics, copper and stone plates discovered from different places 
of this land. 

In fact Buddhism was prevailed In Bangladesh during the 
time of Buddha himself. According to the descriptions of 
ancient Buddhist Literature like Anguttar Nikaya’, ‘Samjukta 
Nikaya’, -Divyabadan’, ‘Asokabadan’ and -Avadankalpalata’ 
Lord Buddha came to the different parts of Bangladesh and 
stayed in -Pundrabardhan’ ( Todays North Bengal ), -Samatat’ 
( Presentday Chittagong, Noakhali and South-eastern Bengal ) 
and ‘Karnasubarna’ (Now Murshidabad) for several weeks with a 
view to propagating his noble religion. Moreover some of the 
closed disciples of Lord Buddha were the inhabitants of Bangla. 
desh.. Among them <Bangisha’ and -Bangantaputta’ were 
prominent. They were named so as their birthplace was Bangala- 
j. e. Bangladesh. 

According to ‘Divvabadan’ once Buddha came to Pundra- 
bardan (now northen Bangladesh ) On an invitation of a pious 
lady named Sumagada, daughter of great millionaire Anathapin- 
deda of Sravasthi (now in Uttarpradesh) who was famous in the 
history of Buddhism for his benevolence. It may be mentioned 
here that Sumagada was married to a rich merchant of 
Pundrabardan. A legendary says Lord Buddha had a short rest 
at Chakrasala, Haidgaon, Chittagong while He was visiting the 
different places of’ -Jambudwipa’ (greater India) by his extra- 
ordinary super power (Riddhi) attained through meditation. 


IN ANCIENT PERIOD 


From this point of view we can say that Buddhism flourished 
in Bangladesh since the life time of Buddha and enlightened the 
whole area as the religion of masses for about two thousand 
years. As adynamic force of the country Buddhism influenced 
and moulded its art, literature, architecture, philosophy, 
astronomy, medicine and other creative endeavours of society. 
The copper plates, stones inscriptions found at Nagarjunkonda 
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( Andhra Pradesh, South India ) dated second-third century A.D , 
at Mahasthangarh, Bogra, Paharpur Somapuri, Rajshahi, 
Mainamati, Comiila and at Asrafpur, Khulna dated 6th to 10th 
Century and very recently at Salimpur and Barauthan, Chittagong 
dated 10th to 13th century speak highly of the flourishing 
condition of Buddhism in Bangladesh. The _ travel-accounts 
of famous Chinese Pilgrim-travels—Fa-Hien ( 5th century), 
Hieun-Tsang (mid part of 7th century) Tao-Lin, Tcha-Cheng 
and H-Tsing (last part of 7th century) also give us vivid 
and colourful description of Buddhism in this region. The 
Chinese travellers saw hundreds of vast monasteries and 
centres belonging to monks and followersof both Theravada 
and Mahayana sects of Buddhism in these parts of Bangladesh, 


Besides Emperor Asoka, Emperor Kanishka and Great King 
Harshabardhan, the Kings and Rulers of the Khadga (7th century) 
Chandra the Pala (8th to 11th century), the Deva (9th to 13th 
century ) and the Barman (11th to 12th century ) dynasties 
patronised Buddhism successively for nearly seven hundred 
years when Buddhism specially its Mahayana sect found a 
golden erain Bangladesh. The establishment and flourish of 
Trikytaka and Vasu Vihar at Mahasthangrarh, Bogra, Jagaddal 
Somapuri Vihar at Paharpur, Rajshahi; Salvana and Kanakstupa 
Vihar at Comilla Vikrampuri and Dhammarajika vihar at Vikram- 
pur, Dhaka and Chakrashala Vihar at Haidgaon and Pandit 
Vihar at. Chittagong were the glaring examples of seat of 
learning and Buddhist civilization. The ruins of Pandit Vihar 
are believed to be lying buried under the deyang hills on 
the bank of the river Karnaphuly just on the other side of 
Patenga Airport, Chittagong. 


These Vihars were meant not only for monastic way of 
teaching but also for imparting lessons on subjects like arts, 
crafts, astronomy, geography, agriculture, herbical medicines, 
pottery etc. As a matter of utility and fact thousands of monks 
and students used to reside in those Viharas for equiping 
themselves with different skills and knowledge seasone with 
moral values. Archoeological excavations bear testimony to 
the grand achievement of those monastery cum-academic 


institutions. 7 





The whole of -Samatat’ ( now Bangladesh) was once fully 
inhabited by the Buddhists who left for learners the glorious 
records and heritage of survival, growth and development of 
the people at large in the Buddhistic way of teachings. The 
influence of Buddhist literature had also impressed other 
communities to develop their devotional songs, poems etc. 
Since these institutions were projected to meet up both mental 
and vocational requirements of common people there was a 
noticeable progress and overall success of the philosophy which 
the Lord Buddha made open to all. These institutions had 
also received regular patronisation from the then Buddhist kings 
especially from those of Pala dynasty. : 


The great glorious sons of ancient Bangladesh like Santarak- 
shit, a professor of Nalanda University, Atisa Dipankar Srijnan, 
world famous saint and philosopher, Pandit Shilabhdra, the 
Principal of Nalanda University, Pandit Prajnabhadra alias 
-Tilopa’ the Principal of Pandi Vihar University and other scholars 
made manifold contributions to the progress of Buddhism. The 
Siddhacharyas (saint scholars) of ancient Bengal like Luipa, 
Kanupa, Ariyapa or Haripa who were engaged in teaching in 
these universities used to compose a series of mystical lyrics or 
songs known as ‘Charyapadas’ which marked the creation of 
Bengali language and literature more than thousand years ago, 


IN THE CRITICAL TIMES 


After the 12th century Buddhism faced militant Brahmanism 
and other aggressive forces in the Subcontinent and was finally 
wiped out from its birthplace, According to distiguish historian 
and writer Minhaj-haj-Siraji Buddhists monks were bratally killed 
during the aggression of Muhammad Bin-Bakhtiar Khalji in Bihar, 
Uttarpradesh of India. He wrote in his great book ‘Tabkat-E- © 
Nasiri’ at page 550 that Muhammad-Bin-Baktiar Khalji by the force 
of his intipridity threw himself into the postern of the gateway of 
the place and they captured the fortress and acquired great booty, 
the greater number of inhabitants of that place were yellow- 
robed men and they had their heads shaven and they were 
all slain. There were great number of books and when all these 
books came under observation of the Muslims they summoned 
a great number of local people that they might give them 
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information respecting the import of these books but the whole 
of the local people had been killed. On becoming acquainted 
it was found that the whole of the fortress and the city was a 
College and in Hindi it tongue they call it College Vihar Nalanda.’ 

Inthis critical times a small group of orthodox Buddhists of 
‘Briji’ race of Lichchabi clan from Vaishali, Magadha (now Bihar 
and Uttarpradesh, (India) migrated to Chittagong and settled 
there with the help of local Buddhists rulers. These newly 
settled Buddhists were known as ‘Barua’ which means ‘Bara’ 
(Big) ‘Ariya’ (Arian). The Barua Buddhists are still regarded 
as direct descendants of ancient Buddhists of the Subcontinent 
as they brought their religious books and monks with them 
from Magadha. The old monks of Barua Buddhists constructed 
even a ‘Bhikkhusima’ ( ordination centre of monks) first ever in 
this region at Haincharghona of Pahartali, Chittagong which was 
popularly called as ‘Thakurgarani’. 

But at that time Chittagong, Comilla and other parts. of 
Bangladesh were the strongholds of Mahayana _ school of 
Buddhism, It was natural that the Barua Buddhists inspite of 
their orthodox Theravada doctrines came to contact with rites 
rituals of Tantric forms of Mahayana in their new settlement. 
But still then they did not give up their original Theravada 
doctrines. Moreover, Chittagong and eastern part of Bangladesh 
from 2nd century to 15th century several times, came under the 
rules of Arakanese Kings who were ardent followers of Theravada 
Buddhism. Thus Theravda came to prevail againin the mainstream 
of Bangladesh largely through the Arakanese influence. 


The Arakanese Buddhists also settled in the southern and 
eastern parts of Bangladesh during the reign of Arakanese 
Kings. In 1666 A.D. Mogul General Saista Khan conquered 
eastern part of Bangladesh upto Chittagong defeating the 
Arakanese rulers, But most of Arakanese settlers stayed along 
the border areas in Cox’s ‘Bazar, Bandarban, Barisal and 
Patuakhali. These Arakanese people those who live in plain 
area are known as Marma, those who live in hilly area are 
known as ‘Rakhain’. ‘The other groups of Buddhists of Bangla- 
desh such as Chakma and Mong tribes living in Chittagong 
Hill Tracts had also as age old relations with the Arakanese 








people, The Chakma Buddhists claim that they are the descen- 
dants of ancient Sakya clan. According to another view the, 
Chakmas came here from Indo China region through Burma. 
In Comilla and Noakhali districts small number of Buddhists 
who have their surname as ‘Singha’ still maintain the unbroken 
tradition of old religion. 


PRESENT DAY CONDITION 


These groups such as Barua (Mutsuddi, Talukdar, Sikdar 
and Chowdhury are also included), Marma, Rakhaine, Chakma: 
Mong and Singha constitute strong Buddhist Community 
numbering. more than seven lakhs people in Bangladesh bound 
by common religious fraternity. Thus they have been following 
the Theravada since the time of their new settlement in this 
region through hard struggle. 

In the process of flourishing of Theravada Buddhism in this 
region Venerable Chandrajyoti Mahathero of Chakaria who went 
to Moulmein, Burma for higher religious study in the 8th 
century played an important role by constructing a temple on 
the top of a hill at Sitakunda, Chittagong. The hill was named 
as -Chandranath Pahar’ after his name, He also errected a 
*Bhikkhusima’ (ordinotion centre) in Tripura (now in India) and 
reformed many non-Buddhistic practices. Venerable Pannyasra 
Mahathero (Khetramohan ) of Raozan, Venerable Manikya 
Mahathero of Aburkhil, Venerable Chainga Bhikkhuof Mohamuni 
Pahartali, Venerable Radhacharan Nayaka Mahathero of 
Baidyapara who were known as devoted and illustrated monks 
in their age i.e. 18th and 19th century made contributions to the 
cause of Buddhism in this land. Venerable Radhacharan Nayaka 
Mahathero while going to perform his pilgrimage in Buddhagaya 


met Venerable Saramedha, a prominent monk of Aarakan and si 


invited him to visit Chittagong. Accordingly in 1856 Ven. 
Saramedha Mahathero came to Chittagong and visited some 
important monasteries where he delivered lectures on difierent 
aspects of Buddhism, In 1864 Ven Saramedha, the Sangharaj 
of Arakan came again in Chittagong and stayed here for some- 
time. In this period a group of monks accepted Ven, Saramedha 
as their Preceptor by taking new ordination. Thus anew group 





Nikaya has been created in the order of Buddhist monks in this 
land. This new group was called as -Sangharaj Nikaya’ after the 
name of Sangharaj Saramedha, But the respectable and veteran 
.monks retained their old and Prestigious identity as “Mather Dal’ 
or ‘Mahasthavir Nikaya’, Besides these two, there are other 
two groups or Nikaya known as ‘Sudharma Nikaya’ and -Dohara 
Nikaya, among the monks of Marma, Rakhaine, Chakma and 
Mong Buddhists. But all the monks of these four Nikaya and 
lay Buddhists of Bangladesh ardently follow the doctrines of 
Therabada school of Buddhism. 

In the progress and presentday shape of Buddhism in Bangla- 
desh some luminaries of this community made commendable 
contributions during their time. Among them the names of 
Achariya Punnyachar Chandramohan Mahathero, Kripasaran Maha- 
thero, Agrasara Mahathero, Prajnalok Mahathero, Dharmadarshi 
Mahathero, Pandit Dharmaraj Barua, Dr. Bhagirat Barua, Dr.B.M, 
Barua, Professor Surendranath Barua and Mr. Umesh Chandra 
Mutsuddy are worthmentioning. The noble deeds done by them 
in the fields of religions and socio-cultural life of the Buddhists 
are still effective as dynamic force. !n the field of education 
of Buddhists have made a remarkable progress in spite of their 
economically bakwardness and bad condition. No illiterate people 
exist in this community. The people of Buddhist Community are 
always fond of peaceful living with others in their homeland. 
A new life, actually in the true sense of the word, dawned on the 
Buddhists of this region only at the emergence of Bangladesh. 
After creation of Bangladesh the Government, for the first 
time in several hundred years declared the most sacred 
‘Buddha Purnima’ as a general public holiday and other four 
important festival-day such as -Ashari Purnima’, Madhu 
Purnima, -Pravarana Purnima’ and’Maghi Purnima’ as sectional 
holiday. 

In the socio-cultural activities Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi 
Prachar Sangha with its branches and youth section, Bangladesh 
Bhikkhu Mahasabha, Agrasara Memorial Society of Bangladesh, 
Bangladesh Marma, Rakhaine Sangha Council, Parbatya Bouddha 
Samity, Sangharaj Bhikkhu Mahasabha, Bangladesh Bouddha 
Samity with its different branches, Bangladesh Bouddha Mahila 
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Samity, Pali Book Society, Bangladesh Bouddha Juba Parishad and 
other Buddhists organisations have been doing the best for the 
welfare of the community with national outlook and spirit. R 

Moreover, discussion on Buddhism is receiving impetus in. 
Bangladesh and recent times have shown that Buddhism has 
aroused curiosity and reverence from countless intellegentia 
irrespective of religious faiths. The teachings of Lord Buddha 
are also discussed and broadcast from Radio Bangladesh and 
Bangladesh Television in a weekly programme. Apart from it, 
special featuress are arranged during the most sacred festivals. 

Thus Buddhism in Bangladesh as amighty force has been 
playing an important role not only in the upliftment of moral 
values of the people but also in the growth of strong bond of 
friendship with other Buddhists populatedcountries of the world. 


Religious Festivals of Buddhists 


Through the passage of time from primitive age to the modern 
scientific society man has been observing the rituals, religious 
festivals and cultural functions with due fervour and solemnity. 
Buddhism, old as civilization, offers many kind of festivals 
and rituals which have been the essential parts for the human 
beings in their everyday life. The predomimant festivals, 
observed by the Buddhist community in Bangladsh, are given 
below : 

Buddha Purnjma_ (Full moon of Vaishak) : This is the prime 
festival for the Buddhists, On this day Goutam Buddha was 
born at Lumbini Garden near Kapilabastu about two thousand 
and six hundred years ago, Miraculously on this day in the 
same fullmoon He attained the supreme enlightement ( Bodhi ) 
under Bodhi Tree at the age of 35. He passed away in Kushi- 
nagar on the same day whenhe was eighty. So this festival 
is marked by these three remembrances, 

This festival is considered to be holy and secred not only 
for the Buddhist community. but for the human beings at large. 
The Buddhists, onthe day, say their prayers in their nearest 
temples putting on new clothes. Special worships are also held 
at the houses, Religious discussions, hearing and reading of 
Buddha hymns, taking of panchashil ( the five practices ) and 
poor feeding, are the parts of this festival. 





Ashari Purnima ( Full moon of Ashar); Another important 
festival for the Buddhists. On this day Buddha left home in 
search of enligntenment leaving behind his family with all its 
bonds and affection. He also first preached His supreme - 
knowledge He attained after six years continuous meditation 
to his disciples at Ishipatan in Baranosi on this day. The 
disciples were five in number Kandinya Bapra, Bhadriya, 
Mahanama and Ashwajit. Besides, on this day Mahamaya, 
Gautama’s mother dreamt that a white elephant entered into 
her womb piercing her right side. 

From this very day the monks start their three month long 
-Barshabrata’ (to confine oneself to a place during rainy season), 
Special prayers are held in the temples. 

Bhadra Purnima ( Full moon of Bhadra ) : 

Also known as Modhu Purnima. At this time Budha passed 
his life in exile. {It is said that a huge elephant nursed Him at 
that time and a monkey worshipped Him by giving honey, So 
this is also called -Modhu Purnima’. In this day lay Buddhists 
offer honey and medicines to the monks, 

Ashwini Purnima (Full moonof Ashar), It is also called 
as Pravarana Purnima, On this auspicious day Buddha told his 
disciples to preach the religion for the welfare and happiness of 
of the multitude. On this day the three month long Barshabrata 
( Rainy season’s religious confinement ) of the monks is over and 
Kathin Chibardan ( yellow robes offering ceremony ) begins. 


Maghi Purnima ( Full moon of Magh): On this day Buddha, 
by his enlightened power, foretold his time of complete emanci- 
pation (Mahaparinirvana), On this day several -Mela’ (congregasion 
and fairs are held in many Buddhist holy places in Bangladesh, 

Falguni Purnima (Full moon of Falgun); It is also in 
auspicious day as on this day Buddha, after attaining His 
supreme knowledge, came to his royal palace home and consecra- 
ted his father king Suddhadana,His only son Rahula and others 
into His new religion, On this day Mela (fair and congression) is 
held in Chittagong. 

Apart from these dominant festivals and auspicious days, 
there are Other rituals like the followings which have also been 
celebrated from the time immemorial. 
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Phalanx circle fair: This fair is usually seen in Chittagong, 
The phalanx circle is like a maze game, very difficult for a 
person to make a way out of it. This fair is held on the months 
of Kartick—Agrahayana. In the Buddhists villages of Bangladesh 
this fair is very popular, 


Wish-yielding Tree Festival: The Buddhist community of 
Bangladesh celebrates this festival in the month Ashwin—Kartik 
at the time of Kathin Chibardan (Yellow robes offering ceremony). 
The Buddhists think this tree as a heavenly tree. This symbolic 
tree is placed and the wish-clods of the heart are tied to its 
branches for their fulfilment. 


Besides these festivals, Initiation, fairs in full moons, 
Kathin Chiber Dan ( Donating of yellow robes ) are the other 
occassions that have been celebrated with religious fervour. 

The main elements of worship in Buddhist Community are 
water of seven ponds, incense, candles, flowers, fruits, differ- 
ent foods etc. The foods offered to Buddha image as wor- 
ship are never taken by the devotees. Rather these are distri- 
buted to the poor, The main hymn, uttered in the worship 
is called Trisharan. i. e. to take refuge under Buddha, Dharma 
and Sangha. This hymn is pronounced by the devotees for 
three times. 


SOCIAL CUSTOMS 
CREMATION : 

Buddhists cremate their dead-body but child death 
out of contagious diseases are burried. Sraddha ( Reli- 
gious function in memory of the deceased) is held within 
seven days. During this period the members of the deceased 
family observe se:f restraint and shave their heads on the 
Sraddha day. Dana being offered to the Bhikkhu Sangha, 
Before cremation of a dead body the presence of Bhikkhu 
Sangha is compulsory, without the enchantment of the sutras 
by the Bhikkhu Sangha no deadbody can be cremated or bur- 
ried. The theme of the sutta is that nothing is permanent, 
birth and death is the universal law, birth is followed by 
death, so also death is followed by birth. All men are mortal. 











MARRIAGE : 

Marriage of the Buddhists generally take place under the 
direct supervision of the guardian in the house of the Brid- 
egroom. In all Buddhist marriage presence of Bhikkhu San- 
gha is a must. Bhikkhu Sangha chants sutras from the 
Tripitaka and bless the couple. This enchantment function is 
known as Mangalasutta. The speciality of the Buddhist marr- 
iage is that no priest or purohit is required. 

Child marriage and divorce are uncommon among the 
Buddhists. The widows can be re-married, The position of 
woman in the Society is very degnified. They are not burden 
in the family or in the society. Sons heir their father’s pro- 
perty, Buddhist marriage can’t be held within the same blood 
or same dynasty, Marriage within vassavasa (lent seried of 
the Bhikkhu Sangha i.e. Asari Purnima to Ashini Purnima) 
is not allowed. 

UPASAMPADA : 

Upasampada (ordination) is compulsory for all male Budd- 
hist in Bangladesh. In his life time every male shall have 
to be ordained as Bhikkhu or Samanera, It is a compulsory 
social obligation of the Buddhists in Bangladesh. 


OTHER SOCIAL CUSTOMS : 


Sadbhakkan (taking of food according to the own choice 
of the pregnant woman), Annaprasana (first meal of the baby) 
Namakarana (Naming of the newly born baby), Hathekhari 
(first day ceremony of the opening of study). 

There is a sutta recitation ceremony (Paritran pat) among 
the Buddhists of Bangladesh. Buddhists believe that man can 
overcome danger, desease, discontent if Bhikkhu Sangha being 
invited visit the devotes house and recite suttas specially 
yarmarked for those purpose, 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION : 


At present there are more than 600 Buddhist Monasteries 
in Bangladesh and number of Bhikkhu Sangha are also more 
than 600 hundred. There are 150 Pali toles and colleges 
attached to ahe Monsateries for imparting religious educa- 
tion. They are getting financial assistance from the Govern- 





ment. There is a separate Pali and Sanskrit Board under the 
direct mgnagement of the Government, the secretary of the 
Board is a reputed Buddhist Monk. Buddhist Monks are quali- 
fied and holding the high ideal of love, compassion and amity 
have been rendering service for the prosperity of the religion 
and the society. } 


ECONOMIC CONDITION : 

The economic condition of the Buddhists of Bangladesh is 
not so good, They are mostly lower middle class depends 
on agriculture and service. No businessman of worth men- 
tioning. Formerly there were landlords which are not present 
today. Though Buddhists are poor yet there is no beggar in 
this community. They believe in action and try to stand on 
their own feet. 


In conversation behaviour, Buddhists are very modest and 
amiable, In this respect they are true Buddhists. They follow 
.the truest path of Lord Buddha and try to make their lives 
worthy through Pancasila practice (Abstrain from ‘killing, theft, 
sexua! desire, lie and intoxication). They are helpful, cordial 
and remain ready to extend all possible assistance at others 
distress, Buddhists are friendly and always believe others. 
They try to lead pjous life and always try to remain free 
from immoral bussiness such as poison bussiness. meat busi- 
ness, wine bussiness, arms bussiness and animal bussiness — 
commonly known as Pancha Banijyo. 


Buddhists are closely associated with the social educational 
and cultural development of Bangladesh, They also partici- 
pated in all freedom movement and became martyr. They 
enjoy equal rights and perform their religious festivals freely. 
Buddhism isa living force in Bangladesh and marching for- 
ward with the co-operation, assistance and inspiration by the 
Government and people of the country, They are very. loyal 
to the state, lead very pious and pure life and: are'very sincere 
to their works. For these good qualities Govt. as weli as other 
Organisations like them very much and trust on them. There 
is no bar in the Government service and higher education. 
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The percentage of literaryisvery high among the Buddhists of 
Bangladesh and it is recorded at 60",, At persent Buddhist 
community have achieved tremendous prosperity, They are repre- 
sented in the Ministry, elected in the National Assembly. 
There are officers of high positions, Professors, Doctors, 
Engineers, Advocates, Literateures,Poets, Sportsmen and Artistes 
of high reputation. 


Buddhists Fairs (Mela) 


Mahamuni Mela, Thegarpuni Mela, Sakyamuni Mela and 
: 
Aryamaitreya Mela. 


Holy Places 


Ramkot (Ramu, Cox’s Bazar) Thegarpuni (Patiya, Chittagong) 
Mahamuni (Roazan, Chittagong) Sakyamuni (Rangunia, Chitta- 
gong) Chitmarum (Chittagong Hill Tracts near Kaptai), Chandra- 
nath (Sitakunda, Chittagong) Chakrasala (Patiya. Chittagong) 
Aryamaitreiya ( Raozan, Chittagong ), Chedirpuni (Satkania, 
Chittagong). 

HISTORICAL PLACES 


Mainamati (Comilla), Paharpur (Raishahi), Mahastan (Bogra) 
Dhamrai (Dhaka), Bajrajog ini (Ohaka), Savar (Dhaka), Dewang 
Hill (Chittagong), Sitakot (Dinajpur), Sudharsan Vihar(Roouzan, 
Chittagong, Buddha Relics are preserved here) Betagi Ratnankur 
Vihar Chittagong (a Buddha statue of Pal Dynesty of Bhumis- 
parsha Mudra is preserved here) Farachin Vihar (Bagoan, Raozan, 
Chittagong). The name Bagaon has been'derived from Bha- 
gawan which js a very holy of Buddhism) 


BUDDHISTS EDUCATIONAL & SOCIAL 
ORGANISATIONS 

1) Mahamuni Anglopali Institution, 

2) Aryamaitraiya Institution. 

3) Aburkhil Amitabha High School. 

4) Kartala Belkhain Mahabodhi High School. 
5) Dharmarajika High School. 

6) Agrasara High School. 

7) Haithchakia High School. 

8) Rangunia High School. 

9) Rammohan High School. 








10) Agrasara Boudha Anathalay (Orphanage) 

11) Dharmarajika Buddhist Orphanage. 

12) Monogarh (Buddhist Orphanage at Rangamati) 

13) Buddhist Orphanage at Khagrachari, 

14) Orphan Printing Press. 

15) Agrasara Printing Press, 

16) Dharmarajika Cheritable Dispensary, 

1, Dharmarajika Technical Institute. 

18) Agrasara Technical Institute. 

19) Dharmarajika Museum. 

20) Agrasara Text Book Publishing Council. 

21) Agrasara Charitable Dispensary. 

22) Pali Book Society, Bangladesh. 

23) Visuddhananda Welfare Trust, 

24) Buddhist Foundation. 

25) CintamaniLibrary & Museum at Chittagong Buddhist Monas- 
tery. (Buddha images found in Chittagong are stored here). 


26) Agrasara Residential Girls College for higher technical 
education, 

27) Aburkhil Typewriting Institute and Free Clinic run by Aburkhil 
Janakalynan Samiti. 


Description of old temples and Manasteries of 
Bangladesh : 

Chakrashala Chaitya: This Abbey is named after Buddha‘s 
religious wheel i.e. Dharmachakra. This old abbey is situa- 
ted at Haidgaon under patiya police station. This village is 
also called chakrashala. In the 15th century king Joychandra 
stayed at this village as a representative of Arakanese king 
Mangphala. This abbey was established at the time, Inside 
this abbey there is a_ footprint of Lord Buddha. It is said 
that Buddha stayed here for a while in his way to Burma, 
This footprint was restored and a shrine was built to pres- 
erve this sacred piece of antiquity. A big fair is held here 
every year at the time of vernal equinox Buddhist pilgrims 
from different lands and people of all classes gather here and 
perform their worships and situals, 
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Thegarpuni Mandir : The temple beside the bank of a 
big tank dug by one ancient monk or Togore is named as 
Tagare puni, This ancient huge abbey is situated between 
the two villages, Karal and Bakkhali under P-S. Patiya. 
Centering round this abbey a big fair is held every year on 
the full moon of Magh. Venerable Chandra Jyoti Mahasthavir 
of Chakaria after completing his higher education in Burma 
returned home and stayed here. At that time Ven, Rajmangal 
Mahasthavir, Paternal. uncle of Chandrajyoti lived in this tem- 
ple. Some time Ven. Chandrajyoti brought with him a three- 
bending Buddha statue and placed it inside this abbey, The 
Statue was first placed in a wooden house at the south of 
the main temple, Unfortunately the house was destroyed by 
natural calamities. And this statue, with utmost surprise, 
disappeared. Later the two parts of this Statue were disco- 
vered and preserved in this temple. This two-bending statue 
is known as Buragosai. 


Mohamuni Temple :— This famous temple is situated at 
the village Pahartali of Raozan. A monk named Amarchainga 
Tagore moulded a Buddha replica in this temple in 1813 by 
bringing the Arakanese Artists home. He had before him the 
model of Mohanuni Buddha-replica of Arakan. It was ‘first 
placed in a bamboo-house. Later Monng King Kunjadhamai 
built a brick-built house with a high pick for its better pre- 
Servation. Every year a fair is held here during the month 
of Chaitra and Vaisaka. The fair lasts for one fortnight. 

Shakyamuni Temple :— Kalindi Roy, a Chakma queen built 
this temple in 1866 at Rajanagar of Rangunia, A big Buddha 
Statue formed in accordance with the Mohamuni Buddha-statue 
is there. Afair is also held there centering round this tem- 
ple Once a_ year. 

Sudarshanan Vihar :— This Monastery is situated at the 
village Hoarapara, Rauzan, It is thought that this temple was 
built during pala dynasty’s reign’ It was newly set up by 
Aung Cung Mahasthavir in 17th century, In later years, Jhala- 
Mohasthavir reformed this temple. At the begining of this 
century Ven. Agrasara Mahasthavir, the then Sanghanayaka 
contributed much to its alround development. Now there,an 











Orphanage, a High School, and many social welfare institu- 
tions are functioning under the direct supervision of myself. 
There also exists a beautiful abbey inside which the sacred 
relics of Lord Buddha are preserved. 


Lankaram Temple :— This temple is situated in the village 
Uuainpura of Patiya, Ven. Sudhan Mahasthavir established 
this temple in 18th century. In 1868 Achariya Purnachara 
Chandra. Mohan Mahasthavir, the then high priest repaired 
this temple. Later Ven. Kripasharan Mahasthavir and Ven, 
Yanishar Mahasthavir tried best for its development. 

About half-a mile distance in the south from this temple 
there is a memorable abbey of Achariya Purnachara where a 
huge Buddha-statue in lying cordition (bed of salvation) and 
the footprints of Lord Buddha are placed here. A fair is also 
held in the full moon of Falgun which is called Fara’s fair. 

Boddhidrum Temple :—Situated at Baidyapara, P.S. Boal- 
khali. This temple was. established in 1850 by Radhacharan 
Mahasthavir the then Sanghanayak. He also built there a high 
picked abbey on the bank of a pond near the temple. It is 
known as Buddhidrum abbey. There were about 227 Buddha- 
replicas (made of gold, silver and other metals) in that tem- 
ple. A fair is here held on the full moon of Vaishak. 


Chittagong Enayet Bazar Buddhist Temple: Situated 
at Enayet Bazar, Nandankanan, Chittagong. This temple was > 
established in the last part of 19th century Dr, Bhagirat 
Barua, the then a Buddhist leader was one of those who 
sacrificed their best for this temple. He was the founder of 
this monastery as the first construction of it started by him 
on the land which he bought with his money, At that time 
he was the General Secretary of Chittagong Buddhist Asso- 
ciation. In 1903 Ven, Dharmavangsha Mahasthavair was the 
principal of this temple and he reformed it under his. proper 
guidance. In that year a huge Buddha-statue, discovered at 
the hills of General Hospital of Chittagong. was placed in 
this temple. 

Jnananda Vihar: Situated at Rauzan village. In the 15th 


century, Meti Mahasthavir built a temple in this village. Later 
Paharchand Bhikhsu_ established here another temple which 








was named Jnananda Monastery, This Monastery is now a 
two-storied building having a shape of Jhigh Pagoda. A big 
statue of Buddha, brought from Tailand has been placed here 
In the north of this temple there is an abbey where a lying 
conditioned Buddha statue is placed. A fair is also held here 
on every full moon of Magh. 


COX’'s Bazar Aggamedha Temples: About five hundred 
years ago a merchant of Arakan named Shwe Zanoo established 
this temple at the centre of Cox’s bazar town in memory of 
his teacher and preceptor Aggamedha Mahasthavir, The tem- 
ple was named after the Venerable monk. A large number of 
ancient replicas of Buddha are present in this wooden tem- 
ple. It is the oldest temple in Cox’s bazar. Bew Festival 
(a festival when pure water is thrown about) is held here in 
every vernal equinox. 


Lamarpara Temple, Ramu: An Arakanese Landlord named 
Daung set up this temple at Lamarpara, Ramu in the first 
part of 18th century. A number of bronze Buddha statues 
and a big bell are preserved in this temple. 


Barapara Temple, Ramu: In 17th century phatun, a Rak- 
hain landlord established this temple on the western bank of 
the river Bakkhali, There were at least 198 watches and 
many. Buddha statues of different size in this wooden temple, 

Hnila Temple: Situated at Hnila, Teknaf. Raifaio, a 
richman of this village built this temple in the 18th century. 


‘Harbung Temple: Situated at Harbung, Chakoria. This 
temple was established by the Arakanese Buddhists in 17th 
century. It was the biggest temple in that area. In later 
years Ven. Gunameju Mahasthavir the then president of Chi- 
ttagong Buddhist Association repaired this temple. In 18th 
century there was another temple built here named Shakya- 
muni temple. 


Moheshkhali Temple : Situated at Moheshkhali Island, 
This. temple was set up during Arakanese reign. It has a big 
pagoda. U-Su-Bida Mahanayaka Thero ( the high preist ) a monk 
of Sudhamma Nikaya, stayed here for a short spare of time. 


Dharmarajika Bhuddhist Monastery 

Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery, a glorious monument of 
the achievements of the Buddhists, of Bangladesh is a matchless 
citadal of Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha which 
aims at general welfare of -the Budchists of the country in 
Keeping with.the principles and ideals of the People’s Re- 
public of Bangladesh. 

The nomenclature itself has a significant background. Savar, 
not for away from Dhaka was visited by Ruddha according to 
Buddhist literature and as confimed by veteran Bengali historian 
Late J.N. Bose, King Ashoka had got to erect monuments or 
Dharmarajika pillars over eighty four thousand spots, and Savar 
was one of them. !n course of time the place has been known 
as Dharmarajika which again turned into Dhamrai. Authenticity 
of this fact can be known from documents, deeds, endowments 
and relevent records. After the name of Ashoka’s Dharmarajika 
pillar the Buddhist Monastery of Dhaka has been named 
Dhammarajika Buddhist Monastery as proposed by myself and 
endorsed by the members of the Sangha unanimously, 


Now adays it is an institution which discharges admirable 
socio-religious functions and philanthropic activity. Situated at 
Kamalapur, just beside the Asian Highway within the vicinity 
of Dhaka Railway junction, Dharmarajika Monastery is an 
attraction for the local elite and foreign: visitors who find here 
a solemn atmosphere free from urban din and bustle. The entire 
campus comprises an area of four and a half acre of land, 
gifted to the Buddhists of Bangladesh by the Government for 
developing it into 2 centre of upliftment of the Buddhist. commu- 
nity. The area is earmarked by a boundary wall on three sides 
though the fourth one is yet to be completed. Within the campus 


at present four buildings constitute the entire complex, In one . 


of the buildings one room is reserved for Budhha worship and 
offerings of flowers and candles etc. Just beside this, Atisha 
Hall is extended facing to the south. Another double storied 
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building is meant for Dharmarajika Pali College, Dharmarajika 
Library and a small museum, The museum Owns some rare 
collections of Buddhist interest from. home and abroad, The 
valuable presentations made to me during my delegation to va- 
rious Buddhist countries are preserved in this museum: Besides,a 
good many numberof Buddha imagesof various shapes and colours 
gathered from here and there andcollected from foreign countries as 
presents are land around which the tremendous activity of the 
Buddhists was geared up, The history of this achievement 
is full of hurdles, toils and turmoils. A very brief synopsis of 
the episode is a long event which requires a seperate volume 
for elaboration. The victory of the Prachar Sangha went on 
and on upto the presentdevelopment.Now Dharmarajika Budd- 
hist Monastery is an enviable institution with its national and in- 
ternational prestige and reputation.But the goalis yet far away, 
The initiator has a master pian around this Dharmarajika Monas- 
tery. The installation of Atisha Relics is a giant step forward 1o- 
wards implementation of this masterplan, TheAtisha Smriti Sou- 
dha, foundation stone of whichis laid on this occasion by our 
benevolent late President willusher in anewera forthe Buddhists of 
Bangladesh and their repersentativecrganisationBangladesh Boudd- 
ha Kristi Prachar Sangha which is determined to set up a fullfledged 
. Buddhist University. By doing so the Buddhists of Bangladesh 
will establish a bondage of brotherhood with the Buddhists of 
other countries and contibute to the international harmony and 
friendship. In this way People’s Republic of Bangladssh will 
have an institution for Buddhistic intercourse among various 
scholars, researchers and investigators. 


The role of Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery in its brief 
span of life is appreciated by dignitories of home and abroad 
who paid visits to this Buddhist centre. To mention some of 
the visits of those world famed figures we like to cite some 
names such as Secretary General and President of World 
Fellowship of Buddhists. 
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King and Queen of Thailand, Scholar Farn- 
ando, Princess Poon Pisma1 Diskul, Pimbora 
Thero, General Secretary, world Soratha San- 
gha Council of Sree Lanka, Ri-Ri-Nakayama 
of Japan, Foreign Secretary Rissi Kosei-Kai, 
Japan, Fuji Guruji of Japan, Dr. This Than- 
Han of Vietnam, Phra Yana Biriya of Thai- 
land, Pra-Brahmma Gumabhorn of Theiland, 


Dr. Homer A. Jack, Secretary General, World 
Conference on Religion and Peace and Comme- 
Tce Minister of Sri Lanka Mr. Atulat Mud- 
ali members of Minister’s Council, Bangladesh 
and so on, Allo. them expres-ed thcir sense 
of satisfaction at the Significant performances 
done by Dharmarajika Buddhist Monaster y and 
Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha. 


During the nine month liberation war of 
Bangladesh this monastery was a shelter for 
many men, women and children without disti- 
netion of religious identity. In fine, Dharma- 
rajika complex and Bangladesh Bouddha 
Kristi Prachar Sangha never leg behind to 
Tis¢ to the occasion at the hour of national 
need. 


The establishment of Buddhist Monastery 
at the capital city has created enormous oppo- 
Itunity for the Buddhists of the country to 
devote their zeal and inspiration to the task 
of materialising the doctrine of Tothagatha 
Buddha and for ensuring peaceful co-existence 
among the various countries of the globe. 
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\ preserved in the museum. Some are as old as of the Seventh 
‘century. The Buddha image recently donated by some religious 


persons of Thailand including Phra Yana-Viriya is a very big one. 
In order to install or enshrine the big image a big temple is to be 
constructed for matching, Many archaeological finds collected 
from Mainamati, Shalvanvihar & Paharpur are very valuable from 
archaeological point of view and research, 


Within the campus a Bodhi tree spreads its branches and 
leaves presenting a picturesque vjew upon an elevated platform. 
The Bodhi tree has walls onfour sides. An standing image 
of the Buddha is placed upon the penacle ofa pillar known as 
Dharmarajika Ashoka Pillar constructed in memory of completion 
of 2500 years of Siddhartha’s birth which was observed by the 
Buddhist World. Just some yards away abig double-storied 
building is meant for housing, educational and technical centre. 
The inmates of the orphanage dwellin that building. Another 
one-storied building of several compartments is used as medical 
centre and printing press. 


Dharmarajika Orphanage is an organisation run by 
Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha through a Committee 
formed for the purpose managing it. At present one Junior 
High School has been started to impart Secondary education 
among the orphans. In addition, some boys receive education 
upto High School, College and University levels outside. 
Needless to say, the orphanage authority has to defray their 
expenses. Every step is being taken for allround promotion of 
the career and character of the orphans, about three hundred 
in number, dwelling here with an eye to making them able 
citizens and strong manpower of the nation. The authority 
spairs no pains to turn it into an ideal home with Government 
patronage and help from benevolent quarters. ‘Within the campus 
a big tank has added to the panoramic view of the site. 


After partition of ‘the Subcontinent the entire religious, 
cultural, political and economic destiny of the Buddhists of this 
country has become inseperably linked with Dhaka, the capital 
of the country. Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha formed in the 
wake of the emergence of Pakistan spared no moment to 
chalk out their line of activity in adjustment to the changed 
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situation, Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha and its / 


founder President Venerable Visuddhananda Mahathero urged 
upon the Government for giving a plot of land as donation for 
building up a Buddhist Center at Dhaka, It was an onerous task, 
a Herculean endeavour forthe Mahathero and the workers of 
Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha which they could overcome by 
dint of bull-dog tenacity and strong wilforce. After the -happy 
celebration of the Bouddha Jayanti in 1956, the then Chief 
Minister of East Pakistan promised in writing to make a gift 
a plot of suitable land to the President of Prachar Sangha 
for the establishment of a monastery at Dhaka, From that day 
onward the Mahathero became up and doing for having the 
promised land from the Government, The 4th July, 1960 is 
is a Red Letter Day for the Buddhists of the country as on 
that very day the gift was made and Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi 
Prachar Sangha became owner of this 


Apart from these, there are more than five hundred temples 
and monasteries in various parts of Bangladesh. Among these 
Pingala Sarbajanin Vihar, Pancharia Gandhakuti Vihar, and 
Lakhera Abhoy Vihar, Patiya, P.S., Satbaria Santi-Vihar at 
Chandanaish P. S., Kadhurkhil Jnanodoy Vihar at Boalkhali 
P.S., Chandgaon Sarbajanin Vihar and Nava Pandit Vihar at 
Metropolitan city of Chittagong, Mirzapur Santidham- Vihar 
and Goutam Vihar at Hathazari P.S,, Comilla Kanakstupa Vihar 
and Laksam Baraigaon Vihar in Comilla district, Rangamati 
Raj Vihar and Ananda Vihar at Chittagong Hill Tracts and 


Bandarban Raj Vihar are worth mentioning. These temples and 
monasteries most of which have Pali Tols and College affi- 
liated with the Government Education Board of Pali and San- 
skrit are the centres of religion, art, culture and social acti- 
vities for the Buddhist community. The sweet and sacred 
teachings of Lord Buddha i.e. compassion, mercy and love 
have been pronouncing in these temples and monasteries from 
the time immemorial. The bells of these temples and monas- 
teries are sounding as if: 

‘Buddhang Saranang gachchami, 

Sabbe satta Sukhita Hontu, 


at 
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Historical meet of the two chief of Bangladesh 
Bhikkhu (monk) Mahasabha (Association) 

Left Sanghanayaka silalaukar Mahastaver 

Right (writer Sanghanayaka Visuddhanauda Mahather.) 








Kathina cibar dan festival in Bangladesh 
(Robes offering ceremony ) 





Buddha Puja Articles. 












Terra Cotta Plaques, Salban Vihara 
Comilla, Bangladesh, 





Prayer by the Buddhist Monks: t 











Votive stupa at Sudharsan Vihara 
Campus, 








Buddhist women are taking Sila at amass congergation. 





Thero is being Honoured with the title of Mahatero ata 
colourful ceremony, 
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Dhammarajika Pillar at Dharmarajika 
Buddhist Monastery Dhaka 
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Terra Cotta Plaques, Sompuri Vihara, Paharpur, 





at Bangladesh. 
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Ruins of Basu Vihara, Bogar 





Buddha Image of Black Stone 
( 10th—11th Ceutury) 
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Front view of an old Buddhist Monastery 
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Lax devotees are offering 


Buddha Puja, 


+r 














LADERA S 


a 


10 


ie Spin Leg 


phone = 4018 





bee : Cable : Atisa : 
MahaSanghanayak, 

nda Mahathero 

yf the Buddhists, Bangladesh. 

i Prachar Sangha, Bangladesh 


ha Krist 
wship & 


h Boudd 
of world Fello 





j PRESIDENT Banglades! 
Regional Branch 
and World Sangha Council in Bangladesh 
ACRP Bangladesh Committee: 
b SECRETARY . Bangladesh Sanskrit & pali Education Board: 
i x: Executive Director : Asian Conference on Religion and Peace. 
. FOUNDER Dhammarajika Buddhist Monastery: Dhammarajik@ Orp- 
hanage> Dhaka, Agrasara Memorial Society of Bangla- 
Buddhist Orphanage» Chittagons- 
T DHAKA-I4 











ay 


ue 











"Printed: by “Robin Printing 





